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What are the key concerns around vulnerable young people and violent crime? What do you think influences young people to be both perpetrators and victims of crime?

Gang crime is a big issue within the community. It has caused a lot of problems for families such as: deaths, injuries, embarrassment, fear and even kidnappings. Gang culture has gone up our community and now it has become easier to get hold of guns and knives. In this essay, I will be explaining the consequences and rising issues, to do with gang culture and gun/knife crime.

In this current day and age gun crime has risen dramatically in a small period of time. It has become an issue for young people as well as adults. It is not just the older generation who suffer the fear of being robbed or beaten up. It is teenaged youths who feel the full effect; teenaged youths feel the peer pressure of joining a gang; teenaged youths feel they have to steel, fight, or even have sex to be like their peers.

Influences are a major part of gang crime; rappers, singers, actors and wrestlers all influence youths in some way, shape or form to commit the sins they do. “Young adults” are what teachers and older people like to call us teenagers. So bearing this in mind, imagine what youths must think of themselves when they see for example, 50cent the rapper on TV with guns and a load of money. They would think about trying to be just like him and will believe that being a young adult should lead to having a gun like 50cent which should also lead to money. 

This is what I think the media is trying to portray: especially amongst black people. The main phrase everyone knows is from 50cent’s first album, “Get Rich or Die Tryin”. Keeping the minds of young children in consideration, imagine what this title sticks in their heads. You either get rich, or you die trying to get rich; meaning that you must go to any extent and do what ever you possibly can to reach the goal. Become rich.

Youths these days do not understand the real lifestyles of rappers or actors. Most rappers give a negative view on their life, as if they are the hardest people alive; yet they have a family at home. Their family even includes a WIFE, which blatantly shows that they can never be “pimps” or “thugs”. They will probably struggle to sneak out of their house without having to tell their wife every detail of where they are going, and what they are going to do. They are most definitely not on the streets twenty four seven, committing crimes and doing drive bys. Their wives will probably beat them! All famous celebrities have two sides to them; this is their alter-ego. Take the rapper Snoop Dogg for example; he used to make me think he was a gangster and a pimp from all of his songs. Especially the song he collaborated with 50cent called “P.I.M.P”. The title alone gives away what the song is about, but this was just Snoop’s alter-ego.

Snoop Dogg just makes songs that sell and make him money, the content of the song can be a load of rubbish which has absolutely nothing to do with his life what so ever. Yet he still gets all the credit and all the ratings for it, but I am sure if you could make money that easily you would too. However, the truth is that Snoop Dogg has a happy family of three children, a wife, two sons and a daughter. He has recently made a TV reality show “Snoop Dog’s Father Hood” based on his life within his house hold and their day to day life. Although you can tell that Snoop and his family are still slightly acting and playing up towards the camera, you can see that Snoop is actually a nice person who just likes to have a laugh and enjoy life like every other human being.

So as you know, most rappers just use their songs as a cover up on their real lives. However, there is a large population of youths who take rappers as role models and look up to them. I feel that this is the wrong thing to do. There are too many lies within a celebrity’s life, which makes it basically impossible to understand. So how can you possibly be able to follow their lifestyle? There is only one answer. You can not. The only part of their life you can follow is the lifestyle that the media wants us to believe. 

This is where one of my other concerns comes to mind. Today’s generation of youths are living amongst only a single parent (mainly the mother). So I think this is why youths feel they have to look up to the closest male image they have. So referring to my previous point; it is impossible to follow a celebrity’s lifestyle, only the life the media portrays.

I think having a male role model within your house hold is very important. Not just for boys, but for girls as well. A girl also needs to know what kind of man she should be looking for when she is older. She would not be able to find out by looking at rappers and actors.

Living with both parents makes a big difference towards your views on men and women. Imagine what a teenaged boy, who grew up with no dad, must think of a man. He must think a man is rough and violent. But when a child gets the best of both worlds through living with both parents; he would be able to establish the difference between a man and a thug. This knowledge should lead him to having a better understanding of reality and commercial lives. In my experiences I have established that my friends who have been raised with out a father; have a stereotypical image of what a man should be and how a man should act. This negative image was collected from the media.

To conclude this essay I feel the media has a powerful and influential role in the way that perpetrators of crime and victims view life and their peers. This has an even more serious effect on those young people who have no positive male and female role models in their lives, especially in terms of parents. Whilst we cannot get away from newspapers, magazines, radio and the television; it is important that young people can talk and debate about issues that are shown to be controversial in the media with their positive role models. (Hopefully their parents)
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