Outside of the requirements of my faith or religion, in the last year I have supported my African community in the following ways, by celebrating Africa Day and respecting the African traditions. 
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Question No. 4

How you imagine life to be in the United States of America for children of African descent? Watch the following video on YouTube about what happened to a group of children of African descent who paid to swim in a swim club. What are your views of this incident and what would you say to people who say that since Mr. Obama became President, racism no longer exist in America? What do you like most about being a child of African descent in your country?   

I sometimes think life for children of African descent in the United States of America is not as good as they portray it to be. America is always seen as the land of the free and the place with all the opportunity, yet it is seen every day that African Americans have to struggle and work twice as hard to make it or to be accepted.  There is too much separation between the races. Some believe in this thing called the ‘pure race’. In other words, a lot of white children are socialized to believe that they are better because of the color of their skin.  This goes way back to the times of the Civil Rights Movements; this mentality is still embedded in many whites throughout the United States.

Although it is not right, racism is still very much present. Some parents raise their children to be racist as seen in the case of the sports facility “Valley Swim Club” in Philadelphia. It is alleged that the owners did not allow colored children to swim at their pool during a summer camp. The director of the club said they did not have the capacity to accommodate the number of children that wanted to take part, so some of the parents got back their money.  Parents were told “the children’s presence changed the complexion of the environment”. In response to this statement the parents filed a lawsuit against Valley Swim Club. The president of the swim club and his wife called a press conference and said that it was just a misunderstanding and a poor choice of word and he apologized to anyone who was offended by this statement.  He later stressed that some children were denied entry was that of the high numbers and he wanted to ensure a safe environment.  I think the director of the club did not misuse his words but he was just trying to get out of a complicated situation. I do think the staff did have a problem with the children of African descent and he was just covering for them.  I think it is unfair that children of African descent were treated like that although people like Martin Luther King fought for this to end a long time ago. I can’t believe this is still happening in this day and age when America has Mr. Obama, a black President. 

How can we get rid of racism? The first and most important step would be education.  Educate the masses on history to show that racism is ignorant. A person’s skin color can not make you more superior that another person.  You can not judge someone by the color of their skin. It is more the individual qualities of the person that determine who you are.  Another way to help to reduce racism would be to encourage more interaction between the different races. This can start from schools, communities and sports. In these environments where team work and group activities are practiced, individuals are allowed to get past looking at the color of someone’s skin but focus more on what the individual brings to the group.  If we start this from young it would help change attitudes, children do not see black and white; they see friends when they see other children. 

 Is there racism in my country? Yes I believe that racism exists in my country, but I personally was never exposed to it. I believe this is because I live in a country where blacks are the majority, so racism would not be prevalent in most environments as the government controls almost all the schools and different social institutions.  However, the segregation can be seen as the whites stick together, especially the ones from the higher social classes. They attend private schools and sports clubs.  Usually if blacks are in their circles they are tolerated but not fully accepted.  I had a few Indian friends from Primary school because of the location of the school. I was not raised to judge a person by their skin color but by their personality. That is why I do not have any problems having friends from different races. The school I’m at doesn’t really have any children from different races. 

          Racism is a very serious and real circumstance that is not going to disappear over night.  It is going to be a process of helping people to understand that skin color does not make one more superior than another.  I think that having a black President of the United States of America shows that we have come a long way and there is hope in ending racism one day.  It is my dream to be alive to see it happen as this would make the world a happier place to live in.
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