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People of African decent, in general, are given little respect by the west, we should respect our brothers and sisters in Africa and the African diaspora because we need to stop the hatred that we feel for ourselves; if we don’t, we will continue spreading hatred to one another, we will hate one another and we will die out.

How has the western countries’ use of natural resources affected the climate and environment in Africa? Study the Ethiopian famine of 1984-1985. Did western pollution contribute to this famine? If so, then how?

My essay is about the western’s contribution to the Ethiopian famine that occurred in 1981 but gradually began to turn worse in 1985 (in terms of the economics, pollution, climate and the countries natural providing resources).The term “western contribution” to me means the involvement of people of European and Asian decent. Their selfish acts contributed to the cause of a famine- a severe food shortage- which gave no option but for millions of innocent people to starve to death.

This essay should hopefully highlight the key aspects of the famine and the damage that the famine caused us. The reason I chose this was because I thought that this subject was quite a major issue that affects many peoples’ lives in Africa. I also chose this subject because we as African people don’t seem to realize how important it is that our people are starving and that we just don’t seem to care.

A major let down to Ethiopia’s economy was a civil war that rebelled against the movement of the United States and the Derg Government. This was triggered when the famine wasn’t present in Ethiopia. Although the Ethiopian society was crippled over crisis, they spent money supporting their soldiers’ health, food and weapons. There was quite a wide range of weapons, varying from guns to atomic bombs.

This wasn’t very wise!

These atomic bombs caused major destruction, wiping out natural nutrients in the ground and replacing it with a pit full of acidic toxic. Crops were unable to grow as there were no nutrients to help it grow. The climate changed, to pollution and high levels of green house gases. This produced major drought problems and dangerous gases for people to breathe in.

Later, there were two major droughts.  Droughts are when it doesn’t rain a lot; when it does, the rain water is so scarce that the land doesn’t get enough rain water. This turned that land really dry nonetheless it was already infertile, so crops couldn’t grow anyway.  Therefore there was a very major food shortage as cattle and other land animals had no grass to eat.

Another contribution to the famine would be to do with the fish.  During the 1980’s, fish was quite a popular food eaten in Ethiopia and throughout Africa. It was also a big business and was cheaper than any other meat. But in 1979, the European union had big problems in their fishing industries. It was that the Europeans were not catching enough fish; this was makig them quite short of money. 


It was thought that the European agencies sent worker to Africa where the African government allowed them to fish in their waters. Ever since the Europeans sailed through the African waters, the fish taken from African waters fell by over 50%, causing most families to twice or once a day instead of three times a day. So therefore, the price of fish rises so that most of the fishermen can make up for their daily profits. This made costumers go hungry; they cant afford the price of fish anymore. The fishery problem caused an increase in crime rate, mostly commited by the poor so that they can get money.

In my research, I came across a quote By George Monbiot quoting: “The rich world government will protect themselves from political costs of shortages, even if it means people have to starve”. This means that the rich people will make financial deals with another country. Thus may cause other businesses to go bankrupt and make other people suffer for it; this is an example of what happened in Africa. This eventually developed more problems as well as the famine.
During this time, the Eastern Tigray contributed with Ethiopia’s great harvest which took place in 1982. This was because the exception of the Pakistan’s trade involving their agricultural foods for the African soil agencies. Ever since, the agreement with the Ethiopian government, Malaysian firms (that were controlled by the western world) have been active in Africa. The reason why the Asian government- china, India, Petronas-are quite interested in Africa is because of the wide land mass and the production of their natural resources. 

The Asian government’s business had certain limits to areas where the western companies had doubts getting involved e.g. The money made from the oil sectors that helped to keep the conflict in Sudan going, ended with the westerns business in the country. 

Washington stopped European firms from using Sudanese acreage but the western firm sold interest to the Sudanese. This is where they produced the biggest oil company; the G.N.P.O.C. (Greater Nile Petrolium Operation Company).

As the African sectors continued to run, the Chinese, Indian and Petrona’s divided and controlled different bits of the firm.  China invested in this deal by 40%, India by 25% and the Petronas by 30%, leaving Africa with only 5% of their own original business.

This caused financial problems in addition to the oil sectors not making Africa enough money. Money for food was scarce. 
I think that the “Western World” have deliberately taken away the natural resources from Africa so that the Media can tell everyone that Africa is uncivilized and unorganized. They have done this by taking away our livestock and killing the environment, causing us to hate ourselves and blame each other. Already, the Media tries to show that Africa is a poor, third world country; by showing others how everybody is starving and the atmosphere is deserted. I think they do this because they are racist and they dislike African people.A reason for why I think that the “Western” countries try to take African resources and make money from it is because Africa is very agricultural and we allow them to use that against us.

Now many people have to try to survive with hardly any shelter, food, water and lots of hatred as they are surrounded by mass destruction. Many children are born with breathing problems and missing limbs; due to the after effects of the atomic bombs and the war that caused pollution. African people have to get over the fact that their land has turned infertile and that they will never be able to grow or sell crops again. The environment suffers from lack of rain and an unbalanced weather system. The atmosphere went form civilized to dangerous. Millions of people are hungry and unable to do anything about it. Thanks to the natural resources- that fell into the wrong hands- someone dies every few second because they are hungry, killed, ill or even depressed.

And there is nothing we can do about it!

