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People of African descent in general are given little respect by the West, we should respect our brothers and sisters in Africa and the African Diaspora because the modern humans originated from Africa and despite superficial differences as we see now, we are all part of the same species, furthermore  if we can’t respect ourselves, Why should anybody else?

The World’s most powerful Political Leader with African Roots: A look into Obama’s speech given in Ghana.

Barrack Obama, the 44th President of the United States made his first visit to Ghana on the 11th of July 2009. According to the BBC News, Ghana was chosen as the destination of this trip because of its record as one of the most democratic countries in Africa.

Africa, like the rest of the world, was waiting in anticipation to what the African-American president was going to say. The West and Africa’s relationship has not always been a rosy one: was Obama going to touch on that? The stereotype of the West being the helper and Africa being the damsel in distress is what is always implied in most media: what was Obama’s opinion on this? Does he see Africa as a partner in world trade? Having an African father and raised in American society, how was this going to affect his stance, if at all, to African issues? Out of all the issues that Africa as a continent is facing, what was he going to focus on?

Obama in Ghana: The speech he might have made vs the actual speech he made

Obama’s speech touches on very important points about Africa in the present. It is a call for Africans to hold the reigns of shaping their future. It is a call for democracy. This speech, as I understood it, was a call for Africans to work for their own future; to realise what they, themselves have to do for their own betterment.

Some points that a number of people would have thought should have been mentioned by the American President were omitted. Most of these issues are mentioned in the paper Obama in Ghana: The Speech he might have made. Examples would include the role that Americans and the rest of the Western world have played in the downfall of the economics of the African continent: the role of large companies taking advantage of African resources;  the assassination of African leaders by the West;  the dumping of  their toxic waste in Africa, the numerous times that the West have interfered in the political activities of the African continent. Such actions by the West, it should be admitted, have had lasting effects on Africa.

The question arises, why would Obama leave out such important factors in a speech that the whole world was waiting to hear? Does he want to ignore all of the wrongs that Africa has suffered in the hands of the West? Was it a deliberate, planned way of cleansing the West from its many wrong behaviours towards Africa?

As has already been mentioned, the whole world, and particularly Americans are watching their President quite closely. Some of his critiques have argued that Obama might be racist against his fellow non-African Americans. Furthermore, a movement that has now been commonly known as the ‘birthers’ even doubt his birth roots, claiming that he was not born in the United States of America as is required by law, but was born in Kenya. Coming to Africa, and giving a speech that lays the problems of Africa squarely on the shoulders of the West would have made him unpopular in  the country that he was elected to be president of.

However, this is not the only reason that Obama might have had in mind. As can be clearly seen by reading his speech, the President concentrated on the future of Africa.  He acknowledges in passing the dark history that Africa has had when it comes to the relationship with the rest of the world. However, his main emphasis is on what Africa can do now to bring itself up once again.

Hope is about the future not the past. Obama, true to his campaign motto, talks of issues in the present moment that he sees as barriers of a prosperous future. He talks of democracy, of security, and of the health system in Africa.

However, although I realise and cautiously applaud his  stance on concentrating on the future, one thing is still missing and does not represent the whole picture of the development of Africa in relation to the rest of the World, especially to the West. He failed to explore the true reasons why Africa is underachieving. What Obama omitted about the  bright future  for Africa is  that the West  should not  meddle in the electoral processes and other daily organisational issues of Africa which do not concern them. Indeed, the speech leaves room for such disasters to happen in the future.

In summary, as much as Obama has African roots, he is an American President and not an African president. Moreover, being African-American, he has additional pressure to prove to his fellow Americans on where his loyalty falls. This might have been one reason why he decided not to mention in depth the role that the West has played in  the demise of Africa.  While the speech that he might have made points to these issues quite  bravely to the point, Obama speech  however offers something else: a hope for Africans to take hold of their future.  However, it should be noted that his speech lacked to mention one additional and important factor: that the West still has some rules and regulations that makes the partnership that he is talking about unachievable. He should be encouraging the west to work as a fair partner with Africa. Let us hope that Africa and the West do what they ought to do for a better future. After all, it takes two to tango. As one Zimbabwean proverb also wisely mentions- izandla ziyagezana- One hand washes the other hand. Yes, together we can!

